TANSEN 


From imitating animal sounds to igniting a fire with his song - 
Tansen’s genius was unmatched. His voice was so much in demand 
that wily patrons used it to gain political advantage. Such a talent 
could win loyal friends and a beautiful wife, but it could also make 
others viciously jealous. In Emperor Akbar's court, he was a jewel 
more precious than the diamonds and pearls that were showered 
on him, and he remains to this day а shining symbol of classical 


Indian music. 
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MUSICIANS INDIA HAS PRODUCED. HIS 
CONTRIBUTION TO HINDUSTANI CLASSICAL 
MUSIC REMAINS MATCHLESS . HE FOUND AN 
ENCOURAGING PATRON IN AKBAR , THE GREAT 
MUGHAL EMPEROR . 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA TANSEN 


Ef, ee DIWALI, 
MISHRAJ! ! 


IN THE SMALL TOWN OF BEHAT NEAR 
GWALIOR LIVED A SINGER CALLED 
MUKUNDRAM MISHRA WHO WAS 
WEALTHY AND POPULAR IE 
ВИТ CHILDLESS- Ё 


LISTEN TO HIM ` 
CRYING. HOW : 
MELODIOUS IT 025359 


| THIS HOME 
| 5 LIFELESS 
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TANSEN \/\ 
WILL SOUND |. | 
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THE WHOLE TOWN САМЕ ТО CONGRATULATE MISHRA, AND HIS SERVANTS 


NN 


WERE KEPT BUSY SERVING SWEETS TO THE VISITORS "T 
m REN Я 

[| am. 

= 


f 


MISHRAJI, DON’T LOSE ` 
HOPE YET. WHY NOT GO TO WQ 
MOHAMMED GAUS OF 

GWALIOR AND SEEK HIS 
BLESSINGS? MAYBE 

YOUR WISH WILL BE 
FULFILLED. 


THE NEXT DAY MISHRA WAS AT THE 
EET OF MOHAMMED GAUS. 
eS / 7 TAKE THIS HOLY 
TALISMAN AND TIE IT 
ON YOUR WIFE'S 
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* HINDI VOWELS. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HE LOVED GOING FOR WALKS IN THE 
FOREST ALONG WITH THE Cows. 
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У THIS 16 WHAT | 
1 LIKE BUT FATHER 
DOESN’T 
UNDERSTAND. 


WHERE WERE YOU 2 WE 
WERE WORRIED, TANNA! 


| WAS LISTENING TO 


THE ANIMALS, FATHER - 


THIS IS HOW THE 
LION ROARED. GRRR». 


SHOULD BE CAREFUL. 
THE JUNGLE 16 
TREACHEROUS. / 
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TANSEN 


ONE DAY A FAMOUS SINGER SWAMI 
HARIDAS , ALONG WITH HIS DISCIPLES, 
WAS PASSING THROUGH BEHAT. TIRED, 
| THEY RESTED IN A GLADE. 


IT WILL BE 
FUN TO SCARE 
THESE WEARY 


7 STRANGE ! THE ROAR <a 
SEEMS TO СОМЕ _/ PRAY, 
FROM CLOSE BY, / DON’T | 

YET | 


CAN’? T PANIC. | 
К SEE A UON. {WHERE 15 | 
ET < — THE LION? 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HERE 15 OUR LION, 
SWAMIJI. | FOUND НМ 
BEHIND A TREE! 
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IMITATED THE 
LION VERY 


MISCHIEVOUS 
BOY. TALENTED 
TOO! HE COULD 
BECOME A GOOD ЖЕР” 
SINGER IF HE s 


YOUR FATHER, 
TANSEN. | WANT 


TANSEN 


SWAMI HARIDAS SOUGHT MISHRA’S PERMISSION TO TAKE TANSEN UNDER | 
D 
HIS CARE FOR MOULDING THE CHILD'5 GENIUS. (7 MY LOVE WILL BE. SELFISH! 


YOUR SON HAS THE IF | DENY TANNA THIS 

GIFT OF MUSIC. DISCI — OPPORTUNITY. TAKE HIM, 
PLINED UNDER MY SWAMIJI, AND LOOK 
TEACHING HE CAN BE 
THE GREATEST OF 


TANNA, OBEY YOUR 
GURU AND DO AS 
НЕ BIDS YOu. 


FAREWELL, 
MY DEAR SON! 
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TANSEN 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


[TEN-YEAR-OLD TANSEN WAS TAKEN TO BRINDAVAN. THERE HIS TRAINING 
|BEGAN UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF 
|SWAM/ HARIDAS- 


| WON'T LIVE 
LONG, TANNA. 
| BUT ТОЕ HAPPY 
BECAUSE | SEE 
YOU WELL-SETTLED 
IN A CAREER.. BUT 
REMEMBER. THE DEBT 
WE OWE TO MOHAMMED РЕ 
Ж TO HIM AND Дашийн 


SEEK HIS GUIDANCE 
ALWAYS. 


GURUJI, PLEASE PERMIT 
ME TO VISIT MOHAMMED 
GAUS. IT WAS MY FATHER’S 
LAST WISH THAT | SHOULD 
‹ DO $0. 


TANSEN, | HAVE 
RECEIVED A MESSAGE 
THAT YOUR FATHER 
IS VERY ILL.YOu 

М MUST GO TO HIM. 


GOODBYE, “МО 
HOME | GOODBYE 
MY FORESTS. 
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У V вит REMEMBER Ч 
YOU ARE WELCOME 
TO RETURN ANY 
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TANSEN 


TANSEN STAYED WITH MOHAMMED GAUS e. p Эл) бе 50 
PRACTISING MUSIC TILL HIS TALENTS BLO. 


YOU SING 
BEAUTIFULLY, 
YOUR HIGHNESS! 
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THE КАМ/ WAS 
PLEASED WITH 
TANSEN AND THEY 
BECAME MUTUAL 
ADMIRERS. TANSEN 
OFTEN VISITED HER 
AND STAYED ON TO 
HEAR HER SING. 


THEN HIS VISITS BECAME EVEN MORE 
FREQUENT. BUT FOR ANOTHER REASON, 
THE RANI’S LADY-IN- WAITING, 
HUSSAINI. 


RANI MRIGANAINI OF биА- |МОНАММЕР GAUS WHO KNEW THE RANI 

LIOR WAS AN INIMITABLE INTRODUCED TANSEN TO HER. 

SINGER. TANSEN WAS KEEN 

ON HEARING HER SING. THIS 15 TANSEN, 
"T YOUR HIGHNESS. 


| WONDER 
IF SHE 
KNOWS! 


ARE AS DIVINE 
AS HIS VOICE ! 
WHY DOES HE 
LOOK AT МЕ SO? ΑΝ 
А IF ONLY ! COULD fS 
BE SURE! 1 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
|AFTER THE WEDDING — 


| HAVEN'T SEEN GURU! 
FOR YEARS. PLEASE 


TANSEN PLEADED WITH MOHAMMED 
GAUS TO MARRY THEM. HE 
CHANGED HIS RELIGION, BECAME 
ATA ALI KHAN AND WAS WEDDED 
TO HUSSAINI. 


ΓΑΛΛ HAPPY TO | [HUSSAIN/, TOO BECAME SWAMI HARIDAS 
SEE YOU AGAIN, d 
TANSEN:- CONSIDER] 
| THIS YOUR OWN 
A HOME. STAY AS | 
+ ч LONG AS YOu 


TANSEN 


TANSEN WENT TO MOHAMMED GAUS 
AND NURSED HIM DAY AND NIGHT. 


I AM ILL. | 
MY LIFE 15 | 
| COMING TOAN | 

END. | WISH TO 
SEE YOU FOR 
THE LAST 


WHEN MOHAMMED GAUS DIED,HE LEFT HIS HOUSE AND MONEY TO 
TANSEN. TANSEN AND HIS WIFE SETTLED IN 
THE NEW HOME. Y 
SIR, THE MISTRESS 
HAS LAID OUT 
YOUR DINNER 
AND ї5 
WAITING. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


[FANSEN WAS A SINGER OF GREAT REPUTE NOW. HIS FAME HAD 


[SO THE YEARS PASSED. DAIL 

| - АШУ PRACTICE WAS LIKE A FAMILY MEETING. HIS 

| FOUR SONS, DAU6HTER AND WIFE WOULD ALL SIT TOGETHER. AND SING OF 
|THEM HIS YOUNGEST SON, VILAS KHAN MUCH LATER BECAME A NOTED 


LET ME HEAR YOU 
‚ SING" BHAIRAV, VILAS. 
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TANSEN 


AT ABOUT THAT TIME ,RAJARAM, 
THE MAHARAJA OF REWAS,A 

GREAT LOVER OF MUSIC , INVITED 
TANSEN TO ВЕ HIS COURT 
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MAGNIFICENT ! 
MAHARAJA , YOU ARE 


ONE РАУ AT THE COURT— | 
Em чир 


| 1 OUR GUEST HERE AND 
WE WOULD ENTERTAIN 
HIM WITH SOME 


ό сщ; 
87 | SHALL ΝΣ 
‘SING ΘΟΜΕ- ΝΑ. 


INDEED LUCKY TO HAVE 
TANSEN.| WISH | HAD 
ONE LIKE HIM IN MY 


2 i > 
GREAT EMPEROR, 

ҮҮ TANSEN SHALL ADORN 
YOUR COURT. | PRESENT 
HIM TO YOU AS A TOKEN 

OF OUR ETERNAL 
FRIENDSHIP ! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA TANSEN 
AKBAR OFTEN VISITED ΓΗ͂ 


TANSEN ARRIVED IN AGRA IN 1556. ΗΕ BECAME KNOWN AS ONE OF THE 
"NINE GEMS” OF AKBAR’S COURT. ут 


------ 


GOING ТО 
ТАМ5ЕМ5 


7-7 ро МОТ INTER- 
í RUPT TANSEN. 
| SHALL SIT HERE 
AND LISTEN 
TO HIM 
QUIETLY. 


AT NIGHT TANSEN WOULD SING Hi 
MELODIES NEAR AKBAR’S BED. — 
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TANSEN,! DID NOT WANT 
TO DISTURB YOU BUT YOUR 
MUSIC 16 IRRESISTIBLE. Ë 
| CAN'T WAIT AN INSTANT 
уг, MORE TO МАКЕ A GIFT 
À OF MY DIAMOND 


IN THE MORNING TANSEN’S SOLL: 
STIRRING* TODI OR*BHAIRAV 


GENTLY WOKE UP AKBAR AND HIS 


X / SUBHANALLAH! vou 
SANG THAT BEAUTI- 
FULLY, TANSEN ! 
HERE KEEP MY 
PEARL RING. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

SOME POWERFUL COURTIERS JEALOUS 
OF ENSEN, WERE AWAITING A CHANCE 
TO POISON AKBAR’S MIND AGAINST 
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| NEED MONEY. 
THIS WILL SOLVE MY 
PROBLEM. TOMORROW 
I WILL TAKE THIS TO 
THE JEWELLERS 


DO YOU KNOW 
TANSEN SOLD A 
COSTLY NECKLACE, GIVEN 
\ TO HIM BY HIS MAJESTY, 
TO THOSE JEWELLERS 
IN THE MARKET 
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THEN LET’S 
NOT WASTE 

: ANY TIME, 

sA SHAUKAT МАМ. 


TANSEN 


TANSEN , UNAWARE OF 
THE PLOT, HURRIED TO 


IT 1S TRUE, IE Сета 


YOUR MAJESTY. 
THE JEWELLER 
HIMSELF 


TRADING IN 
ROVAL GIFTS 


IS AN 
INSULT, 


TANSEN , 
IMMEDIATELY! № 


Г TANSEN, | SEE 
THAT YOU DO NOT 
WEAR MY DIAMOND 
NECKLACE ! 


LOST 2 IT WAS A 
ROYAL GIFT. IF YOU 
DON’T FIND IT 
SOON YOU WILL BE 
BANISHED FROM 
THE COURT. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MY ENEMIES HAVE Y 
SUCCEEDED AT LAST. 
WHAT SHALL | рог 
| HAVE NO FRIEND 
EXCEPT THE МАНА- 
RAJA OF REWAS. 


| AM EXTREMELY 
HAPPY TO SEE 


AT REWAS— | 
| SX EDS СА you, TANSEN . 
; WHAT BRINGS 


? ы. 724 HERE Р 


BRING MY 
HORSE . 
| AM GOING 


TANSEN 


IS THAT ALL, TANSEN?| |TANSEN SANG TWO UNUSUAL 
FORGET YOUR WORRIES| |RAAGS —“SUKAL BILAWAL 

AND SING SOMETHING | | AND "MEGH: 
UNUSUAL. 


T APPLAUDED. 


MAGNIFICENT! 
YOUR MUSIC 
5 RICHER AND JEWELLED SANDALS 
MELLOWER : AS A TOKEN MUST BE WORTH 
THAN EVER OF APPRECIATION. LAKHS ! ул 


BEFORE... 


| TANSEN 


> 


AND THE, | SHALL NOT REST | 
EMPEROR'S UNTIL TANSEN | 


FAVOURITE мы RUINED J} 
| T 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA | 


AKBARSS COURT, TANSEN SET DOWN THE JEWELLED 
THE EMPEROR. m 
чарх Ξ SUCH 

— ἢ | PRECIOUS AND 
am b - RARE GEMS! MY 
YOUR MAJESTY! ΝΞ NECKLACE WAS 
1 COLLDN'T FIND > ( NOT WORTH А 
YOUR NECKLACE , 3 qa r my QUARTER OF IT. 
BUT | SHALL у и VAS | MADE А 
COMPENSATE 53 NEEDLESS 
\ ΤΗΕ LOSS WITH 4 ; 


I WAS UNJUST, 

THE HECKLACE WAS 
COSTLY, BUT THE 
NOTES FROM YOUR 


РЕЕРАК RAAG. 
HE WILL BURN 
m, HIMSELF TO 


257 ΣΥ A BRILLIANT 
IDEA! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
| THE NEXT DAY, SHAUKAT ΜΙΑΝ QUESTIONED TANSEN’S GENIUS IN 
OPEN COURT- == - 


мы 
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TT 
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WOW / YOUR MAJESTY. X3, TANSEN 
3 THE GREATNESS UJ WILL SING IT. 
HE IS 


| | OF A SINGER IS TO Y 
GREAT ! 


YOUR MAJESTY 
| WILL NEED AT 
LEAST TWO WEEKS 
РОК. PREPARATION. 


/ TO HEAR 
DEEPAK RAAG, 
TANSEN! 


ORDER. , 


BE ABLE TO 
GET OUT 


AT HOME - fee 
ШЫ κ 


© 


n | 


MEGH ΚΑΑΘ * 
BRINGS RAIN 
AND COOLS THE 
HEAT. IF SOME — 
ONE SINGS THIS 
ΚΑΑΘ SIMULTA 
NEOUSLY | HAVE 
A CHANCE TO 
SURVIVE... BUT 
WHO pe 


TANSEN 


THIS TIME 
PA DONE FOR 
THE HEAT OF 
DEEPAK RAAG’S | 
К) NOTES TURNS THE | 
ος BODY INTO ASHES //| 
NO WONDER | 
THE COURTIERS 
LOOK 
TRIUMPHANT 
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PERHAPS MY DAUGH- 
TER, SARASWATI AND 
5МАМКЛ”5 DISCIPLE, 

RUPAVATI COULD, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA TANSEN 


THEY PRACTISED DAY AND NIGHT THE NEXT MORNING IN THE CITY, Бар 1 TODAY IN THE 
UNDER THE EXPERT GUIDANCE OF HERALDS PROCLAIMED THE EVENT MI | СОД / COURT OF EMPEROR 
Ж) | AKBAR, TANSEN WILL 
Bema SING 'DEEPAK ' RAAG. 
a | LAMPS WILL AUTOMATI- 
CALLY BE LIT BY THE 
POWER OF THIS 


RAAG! | 
1 


4 yOu MUST BECOME 
PROFICIENT IN MEGH 
RAAG WITHIN TWO 
WEEKS. THAT 1S 
THE ONLY WAY 


КАЛ А С 
I THINK YOu Y 
WILL SUCCEED. BUT 
REMEMBER , BEGIN 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER 
THE LAMPS START 
BURNING 


PEOPLE GATHERED AND TALKED IN AWE. THE COURT WAS TENSE AND 
SEVERAL REACHED THE PALACE GROUNDS, PACKED. „= VER 


TO WITNESS THE SCENE. Pi aera 
1 


А κκ FER 1 \ 
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“ΑΝ EXPRESSION OF LAMENTATION 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
DUALLY PEOPLE WERE 
AATHED IN PERSPIRATION 
THEY LONGED FOR 
WHIFF OF COOL BREEZE. 


| AS THE TEMPO OF THE 
MUSIC INCREASED, BIRDS 
TOO FELL DEAD. THE WATER 
|/N THE RIVER BEGAN TO | 
BOIL. K № с 
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[TANSEN'5 BODY WAS | 
FEVERISH А, 


AG 
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[PEOPLE CRIED IN 
TERROR AS 
FLAMES SHOT UP 
EVERYWHERE, AND 
THE UNLIT LAMPS 
BURNED BRIGHT. 


e». 


TANSEN 


POSSESSED BY THE GENIUS OF THE 
ΚΑΑΘ» TANSEN WAS 


NO. 
GASP: Ээ? `~ 


он! FOR 
THE RAIN! WHEN 
WILL IT RAIN 22 


THE GIRLS SANG FRANTICA 
THE SKY WAS GETTING OVERCAST, 


[ — 

|MATCHING THE FURY OF THE FIRE WITH THUNDER, THE RAINS POURED 
POWN ON THE PARCHED EARTH. TANSEN RUSHED OUT LIKE ONE 
POSSESSED. m^ 3 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


| JANSEN LAY SERIOUSLY ILL FOR A MONTH. 


| I АМ BURNING!) SEE 
| FLAMES EVERYWHERE !! 


| ; i RAINS , RAINS ... 
| 2 WHERE АМ | 22 


THE EMPEROR,GRIEVED BY ТАМБЕМ”5 PLIGHT, SAT BY HIS BED AND 
PRAYED FOR HIS RECOVERY. 


GOD,LET MY TANSEN 
LIVE. GRANT ME THIS 


A | ONE WISH AND 
Зян, | SHALL FEED THE 
ТТ! POOR FOR ELEVEN 


= DAYS. / 


TANSEN 


JANSEN RECOVERED ;THE CITY |THE GUILTY COURTIERS WERE 
| REJOICED, GRATEFUL AND ELATED. | PUNISHED. = Р 


NG FO. 7 AKBAR? POSED | 
ΤΑΝΘΕΝ SANG FOR MANY YEARS IN AKBAR’S COURT. HE COMPO: | 
SEVERAL ORIGINAL RAAGS LIKE 'DURBARI KANADA; NICKNAMED “MIAN 
TANSEN КА ΚΑΑΘ}'ΜΙΑΝ KI МАГНА” AND 'DURBARI TODI: 


EM » 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IN GWALIOR , BUT HIS FAME 
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